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I shall give you an estimate of the strength of potentlalities of ¢
|3 7453

the Soviet Hloc, as well as of the free world, based not golely on CIA

informetion, but also on information from other intelligence ageneles of the

povervaent.,

0f course, of parsmmount interest to all of us has been the some-
shat rapid tranafer of pover in the Soviet Union since the death of Stalin,
It is etill too sarly, both in time and developments, to oesess fully the
impact this important change will heve on the world at large,

We do have some tentatiwve concluslonsy and there are a few things

about the transfer of power thet we can state with some reasausble assurance,
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In the reorganization of the Soviet Governmant, dplenkov now
spparently holde the seme tituler position within the Presidium and the
seeretariat of the Party and in the Councl) of Ministers vhich Stalin held.
mthecamcuafmﬁsbem; power has been concentrated in the hands of

Malenlov a8 Chairman and four First Deputy Chalmmeny Derds, dolotov, Dulganin,

ovich, These five men make wp the Presldiun of the Couneil of
Wnisters, It may be siznifieant that this body clesely paralisls in mature
and nexmborshlp the wartime Committee of State Defense under Staline The
revrganisation has reduced the mumber and am of party and govornment Lodies
and appesra to tighten and streanline the administrative gystenm.

The problem of transfer of power is ono of the most difficult
whiech the Soviet gysten codld face. The ﬁ@wmnt initial step, the formal
transgfer of authority, has aspparently been effected with remarkable rapidiiy
and precigion and sugcests an acute awareness on the pert of the Sovied
lewders of the dangers inhoerent in the gitwation. Iecessary plans to bring
sbout the change appesr to have been prepared, at lsast in outline, well in

advance of Stalints deatis
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Malenkov's key position in the Soviet Communist Perty throughout

the past fourteen ysars, lis conspieuous and epparently plamned elevation since

1918, his promtnent role at end since the 19th Party Congress of last October,

and the glowing deseription given him by Beria at Stalin's funeral suggest

that there will be no inmediate challenge to his pogitien. We cannch estizate,
howaver, whother he has the qualities of leadership necessary to consolidate
hiz position and to attain wmchallenged power, since he has always operated
wlth the becking of Stalin, Helther is it posaidle to estimate wih canfidence
the eapabllitdes or probeble courses of action of his possible opponents,

A strugdle for power could devalop within the Soviet Kierarchy
&t any time., Given the natwre of the Soviet state, such a strug:le would
mwwwﬁﬁmﬁmmmw arganization and higher schelons of
the bureauoracy, In any case, the peoples of the USSR are wilikely to
mmmmamwwmmawgle. iven if a struggle should break out in
the near future, we believe that the hold of the Comumist Party over the
USSR 48 not lkely %o be shaken quickly, We do not believe that such &
struggle would in itself lead the rulers of the USSE deliberately to indtiate
gonersl wWaAre
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ﬁw,xwémwmmafmwmammmmﬂ
Stalints death within the Soviel Uniom

1. The effects on the Dases of Soviet Pomsr, The
Eoonade and silitary bases of Soviet power - wideh I shall go
into later —- are unlikely to be affected immediately by Stalin's
death, However, the now lesdorship mey prove logs successful in
maintedning md strengtbening these bases of Soviet power,

2. ¥e belisve that the 1SR is nolitically move wilnerable
teduy than befure Stdlin's death, The pew leadership will have
dieieult poliay declaions to face, end these diffieulties ey be
ingreased YWy personal rivalrics for power vhich wenld reduce Sovict

sirength and the cohesicn of the intermational Commnist movement

In the near frture, thr new Soviet leadership will alzost certainly
puyse the foreign and dooestie policies sotablished during reocont

yesrs, In particular, it will probobly contims to emphasiss

umenitting hoatility to the Test (including the factis of
splitting the West), the enlargemont of the counomie tase of the
Boa, and the inorease of Dloc millitary powers
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3» The death of Stalin removes an avtocrat who, wille
mmmmgmmmwam,mm%mw
arbitions to lesd hism inte reciless couwrpos of avtion ia bds foreign
policy, Itmﬁﬁﬁamafe%w%%%%w&mw
have Stalin's eieill in avedding general war, At Jeast initdally,
mmmmmmmwmmmmame
umwiver, sinoe itﬁm'mtwwﬁm'swwm
'mmyﬁmmmmfi@zmmmﬁmmwam

It might. aine fecl iteelf corpellad to react more strongly if movwes

of the West confron ed 1% with the moed for mjor decisons,

the mear futwre in taklng action widah it thought woudd force the

If the vest should ssgoest

rovecansination of the principal issues wiich have ﬁiﬂ.ﬁam Loast and

Soviet positions, However, the now povsmmsmt woudd probabl. show & less
swe bmnd in desling with new iswues or in handling new Hestern
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probably foars thet, vhile 1t

ke The new Soviet regime
18 in the process of consolidating its powory the Test amy nalm
appressive noves sguinst the Moo, It would probadly view with
extreme suspdeion any new moves made by the Tost, particwlarly those
invelving lengermmge alr forees ar military fovces close o the

Se mmwﬁmmmmmmmm
budlt wp to the stetus of & demiegod, To msny of the people of the
U5er, ho was the mm of steel who had reised Russia to industrial
and nilitary power, who had withetood the Cermm attack, md wiw
mmwwm@imzmwtmmmmmuMm

Ruseimn histery, Stelints death will be & peyclw

mubers of Soviet people, Nowever, wo ostimale that this shock in

itwelf will not affect the stadililfy of the new regine,
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